
what makes a street 
complete?
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“Complete Streets” is a term that some urban planners and engineers use to describe streets 

that have been designed to be as convenient and safe for pedestrians, cyclists, and public 

transit riders as they are for people in cars.

The recipe for creating a Complete Street varies depending on 
the setting. Important ingredients of Complete Streets include:

A focus on the experience of being in a place, instead 

of just the ability to quickly move through it.

Continuous sidewalks to 
allow pedestrians to 
walk comfortably, 
separated from travc.

De©ned bicycle lanes that 
are “protected” from 
vehicle travc with curbs, 
bu¦er lanes, or bollards. 

Narrowed lanes to slow 
auto travc, and other 
“travc calming” features 
like speed humps.

Dedicated bus lanes and 
consistent transit 
stations. 

Street crossings 
that give time for 
elders, children, 
and people with 
disabilities to 
cross with ease.

Street 
furniture, 
like 
lighting, 
benches, 
and other 
amenities.



The expert consensus is clear. Complete streets are healthier, 

more productive, more sustainable, more equitable, and move 

more people than highways.
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URBAN HIGHWAYS VS. 
COMPLETE STREETS

Cities can build streets for people instead of cars.
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looking to the past...

For most of Flint’s history, our streets 

were commonly traveled by many 

diDerent types of users – not just 

people in cars. The image below, 

taken a century ago, illustrates the 

equal protection and access given to 

public transit, pedestrians, cyclists, 

and motorists on Saginaw Street:

Like many American cities, Flint began 

to tailor its transportation systems for 

the convenience of drivers in the 

1950s, a goal favored by the 

construction of I-69 in 1967 and I-475 

in 1973.
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COMPLETING 
FLINT’S STREETS

The Imagine Flint Master Plan, 

which was created with input from 

thousands of Flint residents and 

adopted by Flint City Council in 

2013, called for the adoption of a 

binding city-wide complete streets 

policy that would require that all 

new street projects include 

features that tame tra�c and 

improve access for non-drivers. 

While a resolution to consider 

complete streets has since passed, 

Flint still does not have a binding 

complete streets policy8

For more information about the 

benejts and options for complete 

streets in Flint, visit 

BetterBlockFlint.org.
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Diagram of complete streets layout options from the 2013 

Imagine Flint Master Plan 
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HOW YOU CAN 
SUPPORT COMPLETE 

STREETS IN FLINT

Connect with your city council member and ask them to 

support a binding “complete streets ordinance” within 

the City of Flint$

Take part in the city’s 50/50 Sidewalk Replacement 

Program to support walkable sidewalks near your home.

STREET MAINTENANCR
City of Flint

810-766-7343


