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Recycling fun at Flint Community Schools

FLINT’S 
COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

Flint’s successful Community Education 
model is back! Designed to meet the needs 
of today’s families, students, and residents. 
Flint’s Community Education Initiative offers 
key services and resources in Flint, allowing 
schools to once again become the hub of 
neighborhoods. Programs and services 

are located at all Flint Community 
Schools. Check out your local 

Flint school to get 
involved!  

BROWNELL STEM ACADEMY [K- 2nd]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
MARLANDO WADE
Email: mwade@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.6446 

6302 Oxley Dr. Flint, MI 48504
Principal: Shalonda Byas

EISENHOWER ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR:
JESSICA ROBINSON
Email: jrobinson@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.8127

1235 Pershing St. Flint, MI 48503
Principal: Anthony Sitko

DURANT-TUURI-MOTT 
ELEMENTARY  [k- 7th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
CHRIS COLLINS
Email: ccollins@crim.org
Phone 810.767.6372

1518 University Ave. Flint, MI 48504
Principal: Shelly Umphrey

POTTER ELEMENTARY [k - 8th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
JESSE MCGRAW
Email: jmcgraw@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.8328

2500 N. Averill Ave. Flint, MI 48506
Principal: Gretchen Shafer

PIERCE ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
KYLE PEPPIN
Email: kpeppin@crim.org
Phone: 810.760.1506

1101 W. Vernon Dr. Flint, MI 48503
Principal: Dr. Shamarion Grace

NEITHERCUT ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
RAWLAN LILLARD II
Email: rlillard@crim.org

2010 Crestbrook Ln. Flint, MI 48507
Principal: Joyce Pratt

DOYLE RYDER ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
DAVID BUSH
Email: dbush@crim.org

1040 Saginaw St.  Flint, MI 48503
Principal: Kevelin Jones

FREEMAN ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
JORDAN MUNERLYN
Email: jmunerlyn@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.6547

4001 Ogema Ave. Flint, MI 48507
Principal: Anita Steward

SOUTHWESTERN CLASSICAL 
ACADEMY [7 th- 12th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
MOHAMMED ABOUTAWILA
Email:maboutawila@crim.org
Phone: 810.760.1951

1420 W. 12th St. Flint, MI 48507
Acting Turnaround Principal: Maria Boyd-Springer

KGCB “RECYCLE-BOWL” 

SCHOOL 
INFORMATION

A MESSAGE FROM:

Doyle Ryder Elementary School turned trash into treasure during the 
“Recycle-Bowl”.  Keep Genesee County Beautiful partnered with 
Community Education at six schools to host the contest. Through Recycle-
Bowl, Flint schools recycled more than 10,500 pounds of trash and earned 
$9,500 for their buildings.

As part of a national campaign to increase recycling in schools, Brownell, 
Doyle-Ryder, Freeman, Holmes, Neithercut, and Southwestern competed 
against one another to recycle the most materials and for a chance to win 
up to $5,000 for their school, thanks to the generous sponsorship of the 
WalMart Foundation, The Coca-Cola Company, the PepsiCo Foundation 
and Nestlé Waters North America.

“Recycle-Bowl provided Flint students with ‘teachable moments’ about 
the benefits of recycling, while inspiring them, their teachers, and school 
administrators to recycle more,” said Karen West, Executive Director of 
Keep Genesee County Beautiful. “The competition served as a fun, friendly 
way for Flint students to learn and recycle more.”

Doyle Ryder came in first place with 3,778.35 pounds of recycling. Brownell 
STEM Academy earned second place with 2,074.95 pounds of recycling 
and won $3,000. Freeman Elementary came in third place with 2,038.37 
pounds and received a prize of $1,500.

Recycle-Bowl participants tracked how much material (cardboard, empty 
water bottles, and paper) they collected during a four-week timeframe. 
The competition was part of an overall recycling awareness and education 
program coordinated by Keep America Beautiful and Keep Genesee 
County Beautiful.

Experience all that Flint Schools have to offer your entire family
FLINT COMMUNITY EDUCATION

2017-2018

HOLMES STEM ACADEMY [3rd - 8th]
6602 Oxley Dr. Flint, MI 48504
Principal : Eddie Thomas

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
KERRY DOWNS
Email: kdowns@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.6606

These community 
schools are open to 

everyone: 
all day, every day, 

evenings, and 
occasional weekends. 

NORTHWESTERN [10 th- 12th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
JERMAINE SMITH
Email: jsmith@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.8445

G1238 W. Carpenter Rd. Flint, MI 48507
Principal: Kelly Fields 

ALA [7 th- 12th]

Superintendent and Crim’s VP of Community Impact
We are excited to share with you a sample of the work 
that has taken place so far this year at Flint Community 
Schools through Community Education. In an effort to 
support the whole child, there is a full-time Community 
School Director in each school providing increased access 
to resources and enrichment activities. 

More than 60 partners, 527 volunteers, and more than 50 
AmeriCorps members have stepped up to support this 
work! This is just a glimpse of the many opportunities 
available to the entire Flint Community and beyond. 

We look forward to connecting and continuing to build 
strong community schools!

-Superintendent Bilal Tawwab, and VP of Community 
Impact, Lauren Holaly-Zembo



Get fit by getting your hustle on! Southwestern Classical 
Academy Community Education team has partnered with hustle 
extraordinaires Gardell Haralson and Katonya Houston to provide a 
fun and entertaining approach to a great cardio workout.  

Hustle aerobic classes are offered at Southwestern Monday 
through Thursday evenings at no charge to the public. Participants 
learn various styles of hustle aerobics, while incorporating modern 
music such as Pop, R&B, Soul, and Hip Hop. This upbeat workout 
is not only entertaining, but it promotes health and wellbeing while 
bringing the community together for an evening of fun! 

Northwestern Community Education team has partnered with a 
number of impactful mentor groups to support and encourage 
students to reach and maximize their full potential.  “Girls Group”, 
a program tailored specifically for young ladies, “Fathers that 
Care” and “SAM’s Club” (Sports and Mentorship) work diligently in 
partnership with the Community Education team and school staff to 
assist in providing students with support and meaningful guidance. 
These super star mentors reinforce the importance of empowering 
students to overcome obstacles, build self confidence, and to 
pursue their life goals and passions. 

Volunteer mentors are always welcome to assist in providing 
students and families with additional encouragement and support.

Student attendance tops the priority list at Freeman Elementary.  The 
Freeman attendance team identified 40 students in September who 
were chronically absent or severely absent (six absences or more). The 
attendance team paired each student with a Success Mentor; a caring 
adult to provide students with one-on-one support. Pairing students 
with Success Mentors has given students a space to provide school 
staff with ideas to improve their out-of-class time activities.  AmeriCorps 
Community Resource Developer VISTA, Allie Herkenroder, began a 
lunch writing club with her mentees. Encouraging students to grow 
academically through their improved attendance is essential for 
student success at Freeman Elementary. 

The team also set goals to improve building-wide student attendance. 
Within their first month, they improved their school-wide attendance 
by 19.1%. The trend of growth and improvement continued into their 
second month and they are eager to see this upward trend continue 
into the new year.

Pierce Elementary partners team up to host family events each 
month. Some events included: an open house for students and their 
families to learn about the school and the adults who work there,  
a “Lights On” celebration for afterschool programs and families, 
and monthly parent meetings that provide updates on school 
activities. Pierce parent volunteers have partnered with Community 
Education to lead several of these family nights. Additional family 
nights included a skating night and a Pierce Chuck-E-Cheese 
party. These nights have been opportunities for students’ families 
to spend quality time together.  The Halloween party at Pierce 
brought together over 90 students and 60 parents for educational 
games, a safe place to trick-or-treat for candy, and to have fun! 

The Pierce Involved Parents group (PIP) has been supporting 
Pierce Elementary for many years before Community Education. 
At Pierce, the Community Education team is excited to be working 
so closely with PIP. This partnership has created an opportunity 
for Community Education to incorporate academic supports into 
family fun opportunities.

Birthdays equal books at Brownell STEM. Students are given a new 
book on their birthday through the Community Education office. 
Community Education at Brownell believes that students having 
books at home plays a critical role in ensuring students meet their 
grade level goals in literacy. In an effort to increase the number 
of books distributed to students, the Community Education team 
decided to pair birthday celebrations with books. 

Last year, Brownell STEM received over 2,100 new books directly 
from publishers, amounting in a donation of over $12,000. Beanka 
Mims, Community Resource Developer VISTA at Brownell explained 
“I felt it would be nice to make the students feel special on their 
special day. Every morning I do the morning announcements and 
we say each birthday boy or girl’s name. The students get so excited 
and they truly appreciate the gifts that we give them. The teachers 
feel it is a great idea and so does the Principal.”

Join us in honoring our Holmes 7th and 8th grade Robotics Team 
H.E.A.T. (Holmes Engineers Achieving Together).  After competing 
at the First Tech Challenge at Kettering University on December 
2nd, these talented students were invited to compete in Dearborn 
on December 9th.  As a result of taking second place in Dearborn, 
the Holmes Robotics Team traveled to Battle Creek on December 
15th and 16th to compete in the State Championship! Holmes 
students have demonstrated great skill in mechanical engineering 
through the construction of their robot. They have also proven 
themselves to be strong computer science engineers creating codes 
to operate their robot in various challenges. As well as excellent 
communicators in presenting their project to judges and audiences, 
and demonstrating leadership skills through collaborating and 
supporting other robotics teams who have asked for their help!  

In addition to earning their way to the State Championship, our 
Holmes Robotics Team H.E.A.T have also earned the following 
awards and honors:  Judges Award, Most Organized Team, Most 
Organized Pit, Best Team Logo, Best Rookie Team and a Design 
Award.  

Cheerleading is on the move at Neithercut Elementary. The 
Community Education team has partnered with Star Athletics Cheer 
Association and students are eager to learn the fundamentals in 
tumbling, stunting, and cheer choreography.

Dayna Norton and her coaching team, offer a unique range of 
classes including courtside and competition cheer. These classes 
are designed to bring out the best in every participant.  Star 
Athletics has tailored its program to provide a fun, positive, and 
healthy cheer based program for the Neithercut Wildcat students; 
all while emphasizing the importance of education, self confidence, 
and leadership.

Community Education offers adult fitness classes at Doyle-Ryder 
through partnerships with local instructors. Parents and community 
members have the opportunity to engage in free Adult Boot Camp 
coordinated by Jermaine Jones of Joneses Fitness. The class is geared 
towards getting the participants to work out and try new techniques in 
the fitness field: such as toning and muscle confusion. Participants are 
parents of students and adults that live in the neighborhood.

One participant stated, “Bootcamp has made a significant difference 
in my life. It’s a fun and yet challenging way to remain physically active.” 
Community School Director, David Bush, has made strides this year to 
ensure that Doyle Ryder Community School is full of activities for all 
adults in the Doyle Ryder community and county wide to take part in.

BROWNELL STEM  update:

NEITHERCUT update:

PIERCE update:

DOYLE RYDER update:

FREEMAN update:

HOLMES STEM  update:

JANUARY 2018

SOUTHWESTERN  update:

POTTER update: DTM update:

EISENHOWER  update:

NORTHWESTERN update:

www.FlintCommunityEd.org www.FlintCommunityEd.org

Eisenhower’s Back to School Open House was well attended by 
parents and students; who were fully engaged with teachers and 
staff, and excited to meet Eisenhower’s new principal: Mr. Anthony 
Sitko. The Community Education team and partners were on board 
to greet parents and provide information regarding all the great 
programs and sports offerings available for the school year.  One 
lucky parent also received a Walmart gift card to enjoy! 

In addition to the Back to School Open House, the Eisenhower 
community came out to support the “Lights On” event on October 
26th, sponsored in part by YouthQuest and Community Education. 
Families and community members enjoyed food, a special 
Halloween themed punch, music, dancing, games, and candy. 
Several of the Eisenhower staff including Principal Sitko, the DHHS 
Success Coach, Speech Therapist, and volunteers helped make this 
a successful event for the Eisenhower community.

Community Education at  Potter  focuses on ensuring all 
kindergarteners are ready to read. AmeriCorps Education 
Coordinator, Cierra Lester, has been working with 23 kindergarten 
and first graders at Potter Elementary this school year. Out of the 
23 students, 14 of the students have been able to learn their entire 
alphabet while working with Cierra. The Education Coordinator, 
an AmeriCorps position, is one of the four AmeriCorps positions 
supported by Community Education in all 11 Flint Community 
Schools. 

At each school, the Education Coordinator provides a variety of  
academic support based on school needs. Cierra has also worked 
with students on their reading and phonics. She also mentors four 
second grade students who are borderline chronically absent to 
improve their attendance.

The Community Education team at Durant-Tuuri-Mott has made 
great efforts to restore the Arts.  DTM has partnered with local 
dance studio, Arts in Motion, facilitated by Antinek Johnson, to 
give students an avenue to express themselves creatively through 
different forms of dance. 

In addition to dance, DTM’s Community Education team has also 
partnered with the school’s music teacher to offer students an after 
school band class that teaches them how to read sheet music, 
and play an array of instruments.  The Arts at DTM wouldn’t be 
complete without the Flint Public Arts Project avenues that bring 
to life the imagination of students by utilizing formal art techniques 
and skills.

The Community Education Initiative is funded by the C.S. Mott Foundation, the Community Foundation of Greater Flint, and the 
United Way of Genesee County. We are so grateful for all of our community partners who support our efforts and provide additional 
resources and opportunities for our Flint families. If you would like to learn more about Community Education, please visit our 
website www.FlintCommunityEd.org today!


