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Yoga is a mindfulness practice to support focus, resilience, 
compassion, and strength

FLINT’S 
COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

Flint’s successful Community Education 
model is back! Designed to meet the needs 
of today’s families, students, and residents. 
Flint’s Community Education Initiative offers 
key services and resources in Flint, allowing 
schools to once again become the hub of 
neighborhoods. Programs and services 

are located at all Flint Community 
Schools. Check out your local 

Flint school to get 
involved!  

BROWNELL STEM ACADEMY [K- 2nd]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
MARLANDO WADE
Email: mwade@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.6446 

6302 Oxley Dr. Flint, MI 48504
Principal: Shalonda Byas

EISENHOWER ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR:
JESSICA ROBINSON
Email: jrobinson@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.8127

1235 Pershing St. Flint, MI 48503
Principal: Anthony Sitko

DURANT-TUURI-MOTT 
ELEMENTARY  [k- 7th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
CHRIS COLLINS
Email: ccollins@crim.org
Phone 810.767.6372

1518 University Ave. Flint, MI 48504
Principal: Shelly Umphrey

POTTER ELEMENTARY [k - 8th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
JESSE MCGRAW
Email: jmcgraw@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.8328

2500 N. Averill Ave. Flint, MI 48506
Principal: Gretchen Shafer

PIERCE ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
KYLE PEPPIN
Email: kpeppin@crim.org
Phone: 810.760.1506

1101 W. Vernon Dr. Flint, MI 48503
Principal: Dr. Shamarion Grace

NEITHERCUT ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
RAWLAN LILLARD II
Email: rlillard@crim.org

2010 Crestbrook Ln. Flint, MI 48507
Principal: Joyce Pratt

DOYLE RYDER ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
DAVID BUSH
Email: dbush@crim.org

1040 Saginaw St.  Flint, MI 48503
Principal: Kevelin Jones

FREEMAN ELEMENTARY [K - 6th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
JORDAN MUNERLYN
Email: jmunerlyn@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.6547

4001 Ogema Ave. Flint, MI 48507
Principal: Anita Steward

SOUTHWESTERN CLASSICAL 
ACADEMY [7 th- 12th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
MOHAMMED ABOUTAWILA
Email:maboutawila@crim.org
Phone: 810.760.1951

1420 W. 12th St. Flint, MI 48507
Acting Turnaround Principal: Maria Boyd-Springer

MINDFULNESS IN ACTI   N

SCHOOL 
INFORMATION

A MESSAGE FROM:

Mindfulness practices take many forms across all eleven Flint Community 
Schools. Students of all abilities are able to practice mindfulness through 
the Crim Fitness Foundation’s Mindfulness Initiative.  Mindfulness lessons 
are adapted to meet students’ needs in Ms. Cynthia Burget’s classroom 
at Durant Tuuri Mott. While Mindfulness Educator, Elizabeth Wise leads 
the class in a yoga lesson, Ms. Burget translates it into American Sign 
Language for students. Ms. Burget sees yoga as a great way for her hearing 
impaired students to practice mindfulness. In the above picture, students are 
practicing a difficult yoga balance pose and helping each other to balance 
by holding hands.  Mindfulness Educators work with teachers and principals 
to ensure students needs are met, and often adapt curricula in unique ways.

In 2011, the Crim began offering Mindfulness to Flint Community Schools 
(FCS). Under the leadership of Superintendent Tawaab in 2016, the 
Mindfulness Initiative expanded to serve all FCS schools through a district-
wide training, in-class lessons taught by Crim Mindfulness Educators, online 
lessons from evidence-based curricula, and afterschool activities for youth 
and adults.  From the beginning of the school year to the end of January 
2018, the Crim Mindfulness team has taught 577 lessons, and reached 
approximately 2,500 unique students. All interested teachers have been 
trained and have access to online curricula to support all FCS students 
to practice. In March, the Crim’s Mindfulness Initiative welcomes the Flint 
community to take part in a series of workshops during Flint Peace Week, 
March 19th-26th, 2018. Please find more information at www.Crim.org.

Experience all that Flint Schools have to offer your entire family
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HOLMES STEM ACADEMY [3rd - 8th]
6602 Oxley Dr. Flint, MI 48504
Principal : Eddie Thomas

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
KERRY DOWNS
Email: kdowns@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.6606

These community 
schools are open to 

everyone: 
all day, every day, 

evenings, and 
occasional weekends. 

NORTHWESTERN [10 th- 12th]

COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIRECTOR: 
JERMAINE SMITH
Email: jsmith@crim.org
Phone: 810.767.8445

G1238 W. Carpenter Rd. Flint, MI 48507
Principal: Kelly Fields 

ALA [7 th- 12th]

Superintendent and Crim’s VP of Community Impact
We are excited to share with you a sample of the work 
that has taken place so far this year at Flint Community 
Schools through Community Education. In an effort to 
support the whole child, there is a full-time Community 
School Director in each school providing increased access 
to resources and enrichment activities. 

More than 60 partners, 527 volunteers, and over 50 
AmeriCorps members have stepped up to support this 
work! This is just a glimpse of the many opportunities 
available to the entire Flint Community and beyond. 

We look forward to connecting and continuing to build 
strong community schools!

-Superintendent Bilal Tawwab, and VP of Community 
Impact, Lauren Holaly-Zembo



Cosmetology Club is a new and exciting program for Southwestern 
students who have a passion for hair and beauty. The Community 
Education team has partnered with licensed cosmetologists to 
provide students hands-on experience in hairstyling and beauty 
techniques, hair cutting, hair and beauty tools as well as safety.    
    
Program participants were given the opportunity to see the work 
of cosmetology students up close and personal, during a field trip 
to the Cosmetology Department at Mott Community College.  
Students were thrilled to meet with the Cosmetology Department 
Director, who provided information regarding MCC’s certificate 
and degree programs.
 

The Community Education team at Northwestern provided students 
with the opportunity to attend a college visit to Eastern Michigan 
University (EMU) in November 2017.  With increasing graduation 
rates as one of the four goals of the Community Education Initiative, 
college readiness activities and college positive language is an 
ongoing endeavor throughout Flint Community Schools.  

Twenty-seven juniors and seniors participated in the visit to Eastern 
Michigan. These students had the opportunity to have lunch 
with college students and experience a taste of college life. They 
enjoyed a tour of the campus, dorms, recreation center, student 
center, and were provided with admission requirements to attend 
EMU.

Community Health Worker, Melody Relerford, began working 
at Freeman Elementary in late November 2017, but she has not 
skipped a beat in creating relationships with families. Ms. Melody has 
partnered with parents to ensure their student experiences success 
at Freeman. Her work on the attendance and truancy team made her 
aware of two siblings that were facing truancy. When she spoke to the 
students’ parent, she found that health concerns and stable housing 
were the students’ main barriers to attendance. Ms. Melody navigated 
through housing and medical resources available to the parent. We 
are happy to share that the family received keys to their new home in 
early December 2017. The students are no longer truant and now the 
family has resources available to ensure that medical care and stable 
housing are no longer a barrier to the students’ success. 

Genesee Health Plan has been a key partner in connecting families to 
the resources they need to live healthy lives. Thank you Ms. Melody 
for your dedication to Flint families!

The Pierce Community Education team is partnering with 
community partners to reward students with perfect and improved 
attendance. Earlier this year, Tauzarri Robinson, Executive Director 
of the Boys and Girls Club, asked the Flint Schools how they could 
use the the club during the day. Community Education and Flint 
Community Schools decided on monthly trips to the club. At 
Pierce, Community Education and the school’s attendance team 
invited sixty-one students with perfect attendance to attend a day 
trip to the Boys and Girls Club in January. 

Pierce students’ have said that one of their favorite activities is 
success mentoring; where adults from the school and neighborhood 
eat lunch twice a week with a total of sixty-two students. At the 
end of Session 2, 40% of participants in success club now have an 
attendance rate of over 90%. Without community partners like the 
Boys and Girls Club and volunteers- none of this would be possible!

Brownell’s Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports team, PBIS 
team for short, and the school’s attendance team are working 
together to ensure students do not miss critical class learning 
because of behavior referrals. The PBIS team created a multi-tiered 
approach to social, emotional, and behavior support for student 
success. 
 
During Session 2, Brownell experienced a decrease in student 
referrals to the Behavior Specialist’s office. Community School 
Director, Marlando Wade, attributes this to the collaboration with 
the PBIS team, school administration, and teaching staff. The team 
took a strategic approach by focusing on students who were at 
risk of having behavioral issues, as well as at risk of becoming 
chronically absent. The team engaged parents one-on-one to talk 
about the importance of students following proper behavior in 
a school setting. The team also provided in-school incentives to 
students displaying proper behavior. The teams will continue to use 
the strategy of incentives and meetings to improve behavior and 
attendance. 

Congratulations to the Holmes STEM students who won the MLK/
Peace Poster Contest!  Through a partnership with the Community 
Education Initiative, as led by the Crim Fitness Foundation, the 
Neighborhood Engagement Hub, MLK Plus, and the Visual Arts 
Department at UM-Flint, Holmes students created Peace Posters 
honoring the legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Over ninety students submitted entries with the help of their 
Holmes classroom teachers and YouthQuest learning guides. The 
top student designers took a field trip with Community School 
Director, Kerry Downs to join UM-Flint instructor, Rebecca Zeiss and 
her college art class in making screen prints of the Holmes students’ 
original designs. Our Holmes students enjoyed getting messy with 
the paint, connecting with college students, and learning about 
career opportunities. The top Holmes student designers also 
received an award certificate and a $25 gift card, compliments of 
the Community Education Initiative!  

Neithercut’s Community Education team in partnership with 
Toastmasters International-Greater Flint Toastmaster’s Club, has 
developed a leadership program led by students. Toastmasters 
leaders’ Elvin McKenny and Phyllis Whithorne, are passionate about 
providing this opportunity to the students at Neithercut. Through 
this partnership, students are provided the tools and resources to 
enhance their public speaking skills and develop a voice on political 
and community issues.  

Students are encouraged to unlock their inner leadership skills 
and to see themselves as positive change agents.  Rawlan Lillard, 
Community School Director says,”I’m very excited about this 
partnership because it will allow our students to overcome their fear 
of presenting themselves to others!”

Flint Public Art Project (FPAP) began in 2013 as an organization bringing 
residents of Flint into the global conversation around art as a tool of 
revitalization.  In 2017, FPAP partnered with Community Education at 
Doyle-Ryder to bring a “growth mindset” based art curriculum to the 
afterschool programs. The pilot program was focused at Doyle-Ryder 
where students were introduced to 2D and 3D art and were taught by 
local and visiting artists. “Our relationship with the Crim Foundation 
and Community Education has helped us to refocus our organization’s 
mission and allowed us a direct response to the water crisis. Kids need 
art. They need art to develop critical thinking and to process tough 
times,” says FPAP board member and former Executive Director, Joe 
Schipani.

In Session 3, Doyle-Ryder students will explore self-portraits through 
collage, construct their own book, and learn how to tell stories through 
pictures in various mediums.
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Silence is not always a word used to describe a K-8th building on 
a daily basis, but Academic Engagement Officer, Anna Johnson 
has been working diligently to change the status quo at Potter 
Elementary. Ms. Johnson leads the entire student body in a 
“mindful moment” during the school’s daily announcements. A 
mindful moment is a time where staff and students are asked to 
calm down, close their eyes (if they feel comfortable doing so), and 
take intentional deep breaths. During a mindful moment, students 
are given the space to refocus their energy on the present rather 
than stress the child may have come to school with.  Ms. Johnson 
also explains that the mindful moments also have  “a calming effect 
on the office as well because we all are expected to participate.”

Thank you Ms. Johnson for leading these “mindful moments” at 
Potter Elementary. What a great way to start the day!

Families and community members at Eisenhower are enjoying 
“Ask the Doctor; Healthy Living” sessions through an awesome 
partnership with McLaren Family Medicine. These informative 
sessions include topics related to healthy lifestyles, led by McLaren 
doctors. Topics include: how to eat better, positive thinking, regular 
exercise, and much more!  
  
McLaren doctors work in collaboration with Eisenhower’s Community 
Education team, Genesee Health Plan’s Community Health Workers, 
and Flint Community Schools’ nurses to help improve access to 
health coverage, connect families with community resources, and 
eliminate barriers to health care.

Through a great partnership with First Presbyterian Church of Flint, 
three of their members have volunteered to invest their time and 
expertise to facilitate the NBA Math Hoops after school program 
for the school’s upper elementary students at Durant-Tuuri-Mott. 

Initially, they found that some of the students were struggling with 
basic math facts in multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction 
but, their commitment to the students allowed these volunteers 
to introduce flash cards and “math quizzes” in an effort to build 
their computational skills and prepare students for the game itself. 
Durant-Tuuri-Mott NBA Math Hoops students are competition 
ready!

The Community Education Initiative is funded by the C.S. Mott Foundation, the Community Foundation of Greater Flint, and the 
United Way of Genesee County. We are so grateful for all of our community partners who support our efforts and provide additional 
resources and opportunities for our Flint families. If you would like to learn more about Community Education, please visit our 
website www.FlintCommunityEd.org today!


